HIGHMOOR ‘SLEEPING POLICEMAN’ INSPECTION – 13 August 2009
FLIES

The report of the assessment of “Fly Nuisance Potential” carried out by Entomologist Mike Lole of Adas was very recently received by Veolia.  It comments that the working area of the tipping site is very compact. Figure 4 below shows this.
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Figure 1 above shows a truck delivering waste to the site during today’s visit. The top had been removed and waste smell was barely apparent and certainly not overpowering. Figure 2 shows the waste being tipped and figure 3 shows the compacting operation.
Once tipped the waste is compacted and the covered up. Mike Lole’s report sates that this is good practise as the compacting kills off flies and larvae and denies them the chance of hatching.

The waste cover prevents flies from burrowing through inert material\in order to lay eggs. However, he does state that there is little inert, finely divided material ion site which is ideal for covering. The material used by Veoila is shredded fresh waste is not ideal, it can act as a potential breeding source as it contains decaying organic matter. Mike Lole recommends using alternative material cover such as soil or fly ash during the hotter, fly breeding months. Ten fly traps are in place to collect samples for subsequent investigation by Adas.
Mike Lole advises that two types flies found in local residents’ houses are not normally involved in nuisance cases or particularly associated with landfill. 

He recommends using a product based on pyrethroid insecticide in aerosol form to knock down common house flies. Currently Ficam, a carbamate insecticide; Mike states that it is of limited use in knocking down flies.

The report states that:

a. Fortnightly waste collection, with delays at transfer stations, increases the risk of fly infested refuse arriving on site.

b. The only cover material available contains decaying organic material that is not ideal for fly control.

c. Domestic dwellings are closer to the site compared to most other landfill sites.

d. Insecticide use needs reviewing.

e. It would be useful to introduce a regular fly monitoring programme at Highmoor.

f. Minimise using the shredded waste cover during the hot season. As previously stated the report recommends using alternative material cover such as soil or fly ash during the hotter, fly breeding months.

Gas Leak (Mid July)

A gas leak was reported by 8 residents in mid July. The leak was caused by a vehicle driving over a gas ring main. The weight of the vehicle acting through one of the wheels resulted in the fracture of the associated pipe. Figure 5 gives a sketch of the situation.
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Figure 5 – Gas Line Fracture
In my view the problem should not have occurred, that is the incident was preventable. Suggestions for prevention are:

· Close off the associated well gas outlet when vehicle movements are carried out in the area.

· Mark the gas line location and ensure that vehicle drivers avoid driving over the area.

I will be discussing the issue with Bryan Pinder at a future meeting.
Highmoor Activities

Seeding of the area at the southern east end of the site has been carried out. Figure 6 shows the area ready for seeding.
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Figure 7 shows a machine used to remove particles for surface water
Figures 8 to 10 show cell 5 being shaped.
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Figure 12 shows surface water extraction
Figures 13 to 15 show cell 5 construction and associated lining operations.
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The site has taken on a professional look which wasn’t evident when I first inspected the site. Veolia staff were concerned about the state of the site during my early visits have worked extremely hard to get the place ‘ship shape’.
Return to the Flies
I recently sent the following letter to John Hurst, a Council Officer in Oldham Council. I have yet to receive a response.

Dear John

 

Mike Buckley advised me that you are in charge of Oldham Council's Environmental Health department.

 

As well as being a member of the Birk's Quarry Action Group I act as a 'Sleeping Policeman' on behalf of the residents at High Moor landfill site. I visit the site once a week. My role includes the following:

 

Monitoring measures to prevent gas odour emissions to ensure that effective reporting procedures are in place, inspecting the site for engineering integrity of gas and leachate systems, raising, discussing and resolving residents' concerns with Veolia and the Environment Agency (EA) and exploring issues and raising concerns about waste odours and other environmental problems.
 

One major problem currently experienced is that of flies.  

 

Flies at landfill sites seem to be a problem throughout the UK. In many sites as well as involving a specialist entomologist local authorities are also heavily involved. Local authorities must  be involved in any discussion to resolve fly problems, after all recent policies of collecting certain types of rubbish every two weeks instead of one may be a contributing factor. Hence my approach to you. In 2004 a Dr Dave Goulson (University of Southampton) led a four-year study at a dozen UK landfill sites, which were plagued by flies every summer. He concluded that fly numbers could be cut by composting waste like kitchen scraps and garden clippings, instead of sending it to landfill, where it provides rich food for flies. Latest tipping policies in Oldham has led to kitchen waste being tipped at Highmoor - this is at variance to Dr Goulson's views.  
Dr Goulson also suggests the warm winters are partly to blame - "Traditionally, the cold British winter killed off most insects and it took them until well into the spring to recover their numbers, but milder weather has seriously affected this cycle."
The EA is discussing the subject with Veolia during a meeting with them on 10 July 2009. However, I view that we need a very broad and deep meeting with attendance from Veolia, the EA, local authorities that use Highmoor for dumping waste, environmental officers from local authorities, a specialist entomologist  and the residents.
A suggested agenda for such a meeting is:
1. Introduction.
2. Residents' complaints.
3. Veolia's responsibilities and actions.
4. ADAS entomologist report.
5. EA's responsibilities, actions and reports.
6. Reports from Local Authorities on responsibilities, waste treatment and waste collection policies.
7. Reports from Veolia, the EA, specialist entomologist and Local Authorities on ways to contain the fly problem. 
8. Plan of action to contain and curtail the problem.
We need such a meeting in the very NEAR future. I am prepared to organise it but will need details of contacts of: EA, ADAS specialist , local authorities that tip waste at Highmoor, environmental officers at local authorities. The problem does not rest solely with Veolia. Causes and effects are also related to other organisations.
Flies at homes close to Highmoor are a longstanding problem. Residents very close to the quarry have experienced major intrusions of flies in their homes when the weather gets warm. In the past statements have been made to the effect that the flies come Calderdale and not from Highmoor.  A document dated 2004 said the flies identified around the region are moorland flies. I'm no fly expert and neither are the engineers at Highmoor. While Veolia have a weekly visit by someone to examine and treat the fly situation I'm not sure that it’s effective. Veolia recently used the services of a leading 'fly expert' to thoroughly examine the issue. Issue of his report is imminent.
Not only are houses affected by the flies but at least two local restaurants. All are not only upset by the presence of the flies but also concerned about the impact on health and disease. The preparatory school by Scouthead church, now Talking Point, also are suffering from an influx of flies. Parents will be concerned about the impact on health and disease.
We have submitted a number of complaints from residents to the EA. Veolia engineers who visited one home advised me that they were shocked by the number of flies they saw there. They had not appreciated the scale of the problem. However, it is ironic that there are not a large number of flies on the Highmoor site.
The key families of flies present on targets on other landfill sites in many parts of the UK are Muscidae, principally Musca domestica L.(common house fly), Calliphoridae, (primarily ‘blue’ and ‘green’ bottles), and Sarcophagidae (flesh flies). In contrast, the families of flies found on targets immediately outside the working landfill site and in the nearby surrounding area, are largely vegetation-feeding or parasitic flies, together with other non-fly insects. We must also remember that we in Saddleworth we live in a rural area where manure is stacked in certain locations and spread on fields. Consequently we need to establish if flies breed in and migrate from these areas.
  
In June I submitted the following queries to the EA. A response was given but it did not adequately address my queries. I have readdressed the issue with the EA. The queries posed are given below.
 Queries to the EA
 
1. I understand that loads of rubbish bound for Highmoor should be treated by suppliers to contain/prevent flies breeding or intruding into the locality. With waste now being collected every two weeks by many authorities it is reasonable to assume that more opportunities exist for flies to breed. Does the EA have a responsibility to check for "fly treatment" by waste suppliers of incoming loads? Does the EA inspect processes and their effective implementation?
 
2. With respect to waste smells the warm weather has resurrected complaints about the problem. Inbound vehicle emit odours as does freshly delivered waste. Both sources of odour impact on residents close to the quarry. We understand that waste suppliers have to treat waste with odour suppressant before delivering it to Highmoor. Can the EA please inspect processes and implementation to ensure that odour suppressant is being applied effectively? 
 

We are conscious that in the present climate of budget restrictions savings may be sought by cutting corners. Hence, for areas of waste treatment we need assurances that processes are in place for waste treatment by waste suppliers and that they are being implemented satisfactorily and effectively. 
 

At this moment I only seek your views about having a meeting as outlined above.
 

Regards
 

Rob Knotts
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